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probable the universality of totemism and the derivation
from it of sacrifice and of the whole,worship both of plants
and animals. I hold myself ready to follow the evidence
wherever it may lead ; but in the present state of our know-
ledge I consider that to accept these conclusions would be,
not to follow the evidence, but very seriously to outrun it,
In thinking so I am happy to be at one with Messrs. Hubert
and Mauss.
When I am on this theme I may as well say that I am
by no means prepared to stand by everything in my little
apprentice work, Totemism.    That book was a rough piece
of pioneering in a field that, till then, had been but little
explored, and some inferences in it were almost certainly
too hasty.    In particular there was a tendency, perhaps not
unnatural  in the  circumstances, to treat as totems, or as
connected with totemism, things which probably were neither
the one nor the other.     If ever I republish the volume, as
I hope one day to do, I shall have to retrench it in some
directions as well as to enlarge it in others.
Such as it is, with all its limitations, which I have tried
to indicate clearly, and with all its defects, which I leave to
the critics to discover, I offer my book in its new form as
a contribution to that still youthful science which seeks to
trace the growth of human thought and institutions in those
dark  ages  which  lie  beyond  the  range  of history.    The
progress of that science must needs be slow and painful, for
the evidence, though clear and abundant on some sides, is
lamentably obscure and scanty on others, so that the cautious
enquirer is every now and then brought up sharp on the
edge of some yawning chasm across which he may be quite
unable to find a way.    All he can do in such a case is to
mark the pitfall plainly on his chart and to hope that others
in time may be able to fill it up or bridge it oven    Yet the
very difficulty and novelty of the investigation, coupled with
the extent of the intellectual prospect which suddenly opens